
NUMBERS DO NOT MATTER 

The numbers that matter to us do not matter to God. We are so worried about numbers as we keep 
dealing with them day in and day out — our age, date for which we are waiting, deadlines, bills, 
salary, our commitments and even the medical records — all these relate to some form of numbers 
and are becoming a big concern in our lives. Even in the current situation, we see numbers on the 
television —the number of people affected, recovered and died. It is all about numbers and these 
numbers bother us a lot. It brings in a lot of fear in us. But these numbers do not matter to God and 
as a believer, it should not matter to you also. 

Jonathan along with his armour-bearer wanted to go into the enemy’s camp and destroy them. His 
armour-bearer was scared to do this thing to which Jonathan replied: 

I Samuel 14:6 

6 — Jonathan said to his young armour-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those 
uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, 
whether by many or by few.” 

Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, by few or many. Nothing can hinder Him from doing a 
miracle. It does not matter whether what we have is few or the ratings are high and if the readings 
are too high. The Lord can save you by few or many, for numbers do not matter to God. If your age is 
troubling you or if you are worried about money, do not be worried and be rest assured they (these 
numbers) are nothing to God. 

STORY: 

A boy who was in the park was reading Chapter 14 from the book of Exodus in the Bible, about the 
Lord splitting the Red Sea, one of the greatest miracles heard. As he was reading, he got so 
engrossed and thrilled and shouted a Hallelujah. A stranger who passed by asked him why he was so 
excited and shouted a “Hallelujah”. This boy said, “I read in the Bible that the Lord split the Red Sea 
that was so deep and made the Israelites walk through it.” The stranger, being an atheist, with some 
wrong facts, said that the Red Sea was just two feet deep and even a child could cross the sea, and 
so, there was nothing big about what the Lord did. The boy sat down and started to think and within 
a few seconds, he shouted another Hallelujah. The man got irritated and asked him why he shouted 
a “Hallelujah”. The boy said, “I understand that the Red Sea was just two feet deep but the Lord 
destroyed the entire Egyptian army by drowning them in the Red Sea that was just two feet deep! 
Just imagine how this was possible.” The atheist had nothing to say. 

It does not matter how deep it is. The Lord is able to do wonders in your life. Are you worried about 
numbers? What are the numbers that are bothering you? These numbers do not matter to God and 
if you are a believer, all that matters to God is your faith and not the numbers that you deal with. 

David, who writes in Psalm 20:7, says: 

7 — Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. 

David, who wrote this psalm, had seen many battles and had won many battles with few people. But 
he went on to make a mistake with numbers. If we read I Chronicles 21:1, we will see that he was 
prompted to commit a mistake by the devil. Many a time, we also fall prey to such mistakes in our 
lives. 



I Chronicles 21:1-4: 

1 — Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. 

2 — So David said to Joab and the commanders of the troops, “Go and count the Israelites from 

Beersheba to Dan. Then report back to me so that I may know how many there are.” 

3 — But Joab replied, “May the Lord multiply his troops a hundred times over. My lord the king, are 
they not all my lord’s subjects? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he bring guilt on 
Israel?” 

4 — The king’s word, however, overruled Joab; so Joab left and went throughout Israel and then 
comeback to Jerusalem. 

When the city where he stayed was burnt down and his families were taken captive (I Samuel 30), 
David, went with few people and won the battle saying, “The Lord is with me and I can win this 
battle.” He had faced many battles with few soldiers. Every time, he will enquire of the Lord, go, and 
win the battles. 

But here, after becoming the king and looking at the vast army he had, he wanted to know the 
numbers. 

When we do not have anything, we look up to God and believe Him but when we have something, 
we start trusting on the “something” and forget the Lord who helped us when we had nothing. 
When we have nothing, we trust the Lord, but when we have something, our trust shifts to the 
“something” we have. We start thinking, “I have this and I can deal with this.” That was David’s 
mistake as well. At first, he started to trust his own strength rather than relying on God. Joab tells 
David not to do this but David did not want to listen to Joab and commanded him to do what he 
said. Second, we rely on our wisdom and do not want to listen to people. Today’s young generation 
do not want to listen to elders, children to their parents, husband to the wife and even believers to 
the Pastor. We do not even want to listen to God when He speaks to us through His servants. We say 
we know what to do. When we trust our numbers, we trust our strength and stop believing in God. 

Furthermore, David made another mistake. When he wanted to take a census, the Lord told him 
that always there is a need to offer a sacrifice (Exodus 30:11&12). 

11 — Then the Lord said to Moses, 

12 — “When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each one must pay the Lord a ransom 
for his life at the time he is counted. Then no plague will come on them when you number them.” 

David did not follow the commandment regarding the census. He overruled the law of the Lord for 
he had “something”. If you do not put your faith in God but put your faith in numbers (age, strength, 
bank balance, people they know) and when your faith shifts from the Lord, that is something the 
Lord cannot tolerate. The reason is “pride”. Many a time, we all realise the sin we are addicted to — 
lust, anger, addicted to alcohol etc. — all these are easily identifiable. But pride is something we can 
never realise and we do not even acknowledge. People who say they are humble do have pride 
inside. 

Proverbs 6:16-19: 

16 — These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 



17 — A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 

18 — A heart that devises wicked plans, feet that are swift in running to evil, 

19 — A false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren. 

Many a time, we boast about how we were, what our status was and so on. God hates pride. This is 
what landed David in trouble. Seventy thousand people were struck by the angel and they were 
dead just because David commanded to count his people. The world is focused on developing pride 
in people. We try ways to show ourselves to the world — how beautiful, how smart we are, we 
share pictures of what we do, and some share other’s pictures as if they are theirs. It is all about us. 
Gone are the days where we took pictures of others. Pride boasts about our own strength. If you 
shift faith from God to you, it means that you are a proud person. Even if you are proud, ask God for 
forgiveness. 

Let us look into a couple of stories. 

Hezekiah was surrounded by the Assyrian king and his army. Then he sends his army and blocks the 
entire of Judah (Isaiah 36). The commander of Assyria questions Hezekiah about his faith and asks 
how he could ever believe that the Lord could save him. 

Isaiah 36:1, 2 and 4: 

1 — In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah’s reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria attacked all the 
fortified cities of Judah and captured them. 

2 — Then the king of Assyria sent his field commander with a large army from Lachish to King 
Hezekiah at Jerusalem. 

4 — The field commander said to them, “Tell Hezekiah: ‘This is what the great king, the king of 
Assyria, says: On what are you basing this confidence of yours?’” 

The Assyrian kings sent his commander to mock Hezekiah on what he had based his confidence. 

Isaiah 36:8 

8 — Come now, make a bargain with my master, the king of Assyria: I will give you two thousand 
horses—if you can put riders on them! 

He even came up with a bargain with Hezekiah. He said that he would give two thousand horses and 
asked him to put riders to ride the horses. It meant that Hezekiah did not even have that many riders 
to mount and ride the horses into the battle. Hezekiah had less in numbers compared with the 
Assyrian king, who had a vast (1.8 lakh) army surrounding the city of Judah, cutting down all the 
supplies to the city. 

People around may be laughing at us asking, “What is your faith based on? You are outnumbered 
and you do not have enough. You don’t have enough opportunities”. The Assyrian commander said 
to the people of Judah in Isaiah 36:15: 

15 — Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust in the Lord when he says, ‘The Lord will surely 
deliver us; this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.’ 

He told the people of the city not to be persuaded by the king who says, “The Lord will save you.”  

The devil also tells us not to be fooled by God’s word. 



Isaiah 36:21 

21 — But the people remained silent and said nothing in reply, because the king had commanded, 
“Do not answer him.” 

Amid all of these, the people remained silent, for King Hezekiah had commanded them not to reply. 
He told the people to wait on the Lord, for He would take care. If you are frustrated and you want to 
answer people, the Lord says to keep silent and not to answer them. They might be saying all words 
of unbelief and discouragement, but do not give them an answer— just wait! 

Isaiah 37:36&37 

36 — Then the angel of the Lord went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five thousand in 
the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there were all the dead bodies! 

37 — So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed 
there. 

Hezekiah might not have had 10% of the Assyrian army but the deliverance came to them through 
an angel. It was totally a different scene the next day. One person can change everything. Even if 
Hezekiah had the same number of warriors still he could not have had victory in one day. All were 
gone in a moment. If you trust in the Lord, you will see a miracle. 

Similarly, when the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness, they all had a problem. They did not 
have any meat to eat. 

Psalm 78:19 

19 — They spoke against God; they said, “Can God really spread a table in the wilderness? 

Israelites were demanding for meat and they were testing God. 

Numbers 11:21&22 

21 — But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give 
them meat to eat for a whole month!’ 

22 — Would they have enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for them? Would they have 
enough if all the fish in the sea were caught for them?” 

Moses was questioning God how it would be possible to provide meat for all the Israelites for one 
month. He was speaking to God about numbers. Are you asking the same question to the Lord? Even 
if I sell all that I have, will it be sufficient? The Lords wants to give an answer. 

Numbers 11:23 

23 — The Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not what 
I say will come true for you.” 

The Lord asked, “Is My arm short?” “Won’t I meet your needs? Won’t I open the doors? Won’t I heal 
you?” says the Lord. Whatever I say will happen. 

Numbers 11:31&32 

31 — Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove quail in from the sea. It scattered them up to 
two cubits deep all around the camp, as far as a day’s walk in any direction. 



32 — All that day and night and all the next day the people went out and gathered quail. No one 
gathered less than ten homers. Then they spread them out all around the camp. 

God filled that place with quails. Any side they walked, it was a two-day travel; that is the amount of 
quails the Lord brought into the camp. One person gathered about 10 homers that was around 7720 
kilos.  

Also, the prediction says 20,167 crore quails and it was about 200,000 crore worth of money. Quails 
fly only above the sea and for a short distance. They come as a group and when they come as a 
group, they can topple any big ship. Quails which were flying above the water, came into the 
wilderness, for the Lord prepared a table for the Israelites. God sent a wind and the quails came. 
People would have initially seen only the wind, but then, it was the blessing which they asked for. 
Are you seeing the wind? 

The heavy wind is carrying your blessing. Going back to the initial verse, I Samuel 14:6 

6 — Jonathan said to his young armour-bearer, “Come, let’s go over to the outpost of those 
uncircumcised men. Perhaps the Lord will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, 
whether by many or by few.” 

The numbers that matter to us do not matter to God. Be it the big enemy or be it the big need that 
you have, be it the miracle you are waiting for — it does not matter to God for He can save us by few 
or by many. 

STORY: 

A cop was interrogated by an Attorney General. He was questioned about the crime scene and the 
criminal who escaped. The cop was asked whether the details given about the criminal was accurate 
and the cop said yes. But the Attorney General asked whether he was there at the crime scene. The 
cop said, “No, I wasn’t there but my fellow police officer was there and he is one who gave the 
description.” Then the Attorney General asked “do you trust your fellow officer” and he said, “Yes, I 
trust him completely with my life.” He was asked again whether he trusts his officer and he said, 
“yes, I believe him." Then the Attorney General asked, “Do you have a locker room and where do 
you keep all your clothes and your valuables.” This cop replied saying, we have a locker and we keep 
all the things there.” He asked, “Do you lock” and he said “yes of course.” The Attorney asked “why 
do you lock it?” and this cop said, “what if somebody takes it?” Attorney asked, “Are there anyone 
else who uses the locker room?” and the cop said, “all my fellow police officers use them, even my 
friend who testified.” Then the Attorney asked, “Why would you put a lock when you trust your 
fellow officers with your life. If you can’t trust them and if you think your fellow police officers will 
steal your stuff, how do you trust him with your life?” The cop did not have an answer. 

CONCLUSION: 

Many a time, when we talk about faith, we talk about large faith in God, we speak about the Lord 
doing big things for us but then we do not trust Him for the small lockers (things). We do not trust 
God to handle our small problems but we talk about big things. Trust Him whether it is big or small, 
and the Lord will definitely take care. 


